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MY TOP TIPS FOR
A STRESS FREE
CEREMONY!

by Yvonne Beck, Wedding and Family Celebrant

It is true that your wedding day is
one of the most important days of
your life; a day to share your love
and commitment, celebrate your
journey *ogeﬂﬁer, and create some
beautiful lasting memories that you
will always treasure. It's the time
when we readlise and embrace
Fomi\\/, and the connection and
bonds we create, that he\p us to
enjoy life to its fullest, and to support
us when we need s#reng% and
guidonce. And the ceremony, bemg
the heart of the wedding day, is
when you are Jrru|y joining and
connecting in a way unlike any
other.

| know this to be true, as my
wedding day 6 years ago was a
day filled with love and laughter,
romance, and fun, and was ’ro’ro”y
unique as it celebrated “us”. It was
our story that was told, and |
absolutely treasure that part of our

Ceremony.
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] Deciding to take the next step in your re|oﬁonship,
and joining in marriage, is a cleep and meoning\fu|
step. [tis a promise of forever, and rooted in the belief
that your love, your commitment, and your
porfnership is our human way of saying that love is

eternal.

Your Wedding Ceremony, and the words you
choose, are the foundation stones of your marriage,
which begins with your own unique sfory and your

hopes Oﬂd clreoms.

Your love story is unlike any other, and opprooching
your Ceremony with that fhoughf in mind, being
open and c1||owing yourse\ves to be authentic, will

result in somefhing JroJr<:|||y mogico|.

The purpose of this mini book is to provide some
unique insigH info what a bespoke Celebrant led

Ceremony O]C]CQVS Yyou.

W hatever information you have found, as a
practicing Wedding Celebrant, | know there is so
much more to know and understand and | want to
he|p you Jrhrough every step, idea, and question

bGS@d on my own l<n0W|edge.

| want to he|p you choose what kind of Ceremony
would hold the most meaning for you, will be the
most amazing, rich and memorob|e, and offer you
this curated collection of advice, fips and ideas, based
on over 9 years’ experience as a Wedding Celebrant,
working with over 250 couples to create their perfect

unique Ceremony.

So, after reoding fhrough this booklet, | promise you will feel more in control and understand the po+enfio| choices you have when it
comes to your weddmg ceremony. Knowing and unders’ronding what it is you reo||y want, will he|p you to relax, worry less about
what others think and say when it comes to your choices, and also he|p you to feel the thrill and excitement, of knowing thot your
Wedding Ceremony is what it always should be, - only about you and your partner. It will be full of personal touches, special
moments, and your confidence in your choice, once you make it, will be rock solid. You know “You”; you know "Us”, and | know that
you have your own exclusive story to tell. There are heaps of tips and ideas to really help you to drill down into what this means for
you both. When it comes to your Ceremony design and o|e|ivery, you will know exocﬂy what will work for you, and how fo ensure

you can brmg your dream to lifel
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Hoving your \)\/edding Ceremony created with and led
by a Wedding Celebrant, is a very modern and

umque\y persono\ and exci’ring way of ce|ebro’ring your

Weddmg.

Celebrants look for new and innovative ways to offer a
service that is fojroHy different, new, excifing and fresh,
and, more imporfcmﬂ\/, allows coup|es tfo participate in
their Wedding ceremony, not mere|y be the recipients of

tradition and +emp|o+ed services.

As coup\es have moved away from re|igion, but are still
often spiri+u0| and look for meaning, a Celebrant
ceremony provides the ﬂexibﬂi’ry and choice in terms

of format, content, timing and location, that neither the

church nor the state can offer.

Ce\ebrancy is continuing to engage with coup\es who
are |ool<ing for more, more heart, more truth, more

Cl’]OfCG, more FreedomA We |ove o say YES'

And saying YES fo a ceremony that is ou’rhenﬁco”y
yours, means you are also part of this growing
movement of coup|es who choose to create their own
Wedding Ceremony memories, by JreHihg it

their way!

You are in the unique position of hoving so many
more choices than coup|es had even as little as 20
years ago.

You're a new generation of couples, with so many
freedoms in terms of your lives, but still somehow
bound by church and state when it comes to

ce|ebroﬁng one OF IiFe’S deep|y persono| momenJrs!

Well, that is no |onger the case, and if you want fo see
what's possib|e with a Celebrant guiding you fhrough
your unique ‘couple-led” ceremony, then you're in the

right place!

My goo| is to create beautiful meoningfu\ memories for you and your fomi\\/ and friends. | want you to look back on your doy and
think - yes, this was all about us, and it was perfect. | want your family and friends to recognise you, your voice and your
personalities within the ceremony, and because | have the experience of over 250 individual heart-centred ceremonies to lean into,
Working with |ove|y and amazing coup|es like you rselves, even H’]ough | don't want to boast, | do like to think this experience, o|ong

with my passion for weddings and creoﬂng unique ceremonies, will reassure you thaot you're in safe hands.
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&

I
/| SO WHAT'S MY STORY?

®' 1 | have been a sucker for romance and storytelling since | was a
young gir|. My mum and grondmoﬂwer were huge sfory’re”ers, and
each had an impact on me. My grondmoﬂwer talked about the first

OI’]CJ second WOI’ICJ war, Oﬂd I’WOW 'H’HS oﬁ(ec’red her as a woman.

My mum lost her first husband in the second world war, and her
diaries, which begcn with her engagement, and filled with hope,
groduo”y became a love lefter o her absent husband, who sc|o||y

never returned fo her and her son.

My mum's diary, filled with love, poetry, honesfy, and dcxy fo doy
life, he|ped me to be a witness to her experiences, and the life she
led before | was born. It he|peo| me to understand her as | grew

from being a snotty teenager info a young wife m\/seh(.

Her story, her courage, and her open heart formed much of my
own character, - both of us loved a good tearjerker movie -
Casablanca was a firm favourite. Selfless love, love that endures
Jrhrough separation, love that wants to ennoble and give meaning

1o life, these are the messages | drew from that movie.

So, o|fhougl’1 | found Ce|ebroncy later in |hce, fo”owing a career in
public service, training and education for young people and adults, |
knew this was my co||ing after oHending a Wedding with a
Celebrant, in 2003. | was totally enchanted with the relaxed and
happy vibe coming from the couple, and with the laughter and fun
that was a part of the ceremony, ds well as the quiet sincerity of
Vows spoken from the heart. It was so liberating to see, and so
beautiful - | wanted to be a Celebrant too at that moment! uckily, |
was able to speak to theCelebrant and the couple about this
amazing choice, and when the time came,Y vonne Beck Celebrant
was launched in 2011, ofter training with the Fellowship

of Professional Celebrants. The Founder, Terri Shanks, had herself
been +roinedby the founder of Ce|ebroncy in Australia. Finding her,
and reoding about herown journey, made y decision sooooo00 easy.

As with all businesses, especio”yfhis one, which was new and very

niche (I keer being asked if | was a Celibatell)

It took time, but over the years | have been honoured to work with couples and give them my 100% attention,becoming their
trusted Wedding friend and creating ceremonies in beautiful and mogico| locations and settings. It has been a true de\igM to work
with coup|es H’]rough the creative journey, supporting their vision, offering advice and experience, but o\wo\/s respecting how H’]e\/
want their ceremony to flow. Over time, | have been able to offer ceremonies in Eng|ish and German for coup|es who want to
include their guests comp|e’re\\/ fhrougl’]ou’r the ceremony. It is |ove|y to see the surprised smiles when | launch into the German

|onguoge, after my Eng|ish introduction! .
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SO HOW WOULD WE WORK TOGETHER?

With every couple we begin with a call and a chat about their
ideas, their vision and how | mithr be able to |’1e|p them. No’rhing is
set in stone, evererng is considered, and | will offer advice and
suggestions if needed. For each couple, my favourite part is helping
them with their Vows, as this is the moment where fhey are going

fo be the most emotional and nervous.

We can find so many different ways of presenting this part of the
ceremony that no matter what we do, we will find a way that

E BE CK. ¥ B i works for them, and allows them to feel present, and relaxed and
YVONNE BECK! L'l

WEDDING CELEBRANT connected to each other.

The script is @ collaboration between us and builds over time - we
usuo”y have it finalised a month before the actual date, but it
begins around 3 months beforehand. This means it remains fresh
and exciting, and not “overworked” or stale. Mcmy coup|es have a
clear idea of what Jrhey want to include, but increcxsing|y | find that
coup|es want me fo create a ceremony that Jrhey haven't seen and
won't hear until their Wedding Dcxy! This is just so amazing and

creates a wonderful authentic response from them as fhey hear the

words and story for the first time.

What | also love about each wedding ceremony is the way in
which | can advise, reassure, and encourage couples to really "go
for it" in terms of their ideas and style. | have had the unique
experience of over 250 weddings, whereas for many couples they
have probably only been to a small handful of weddings. | can
reo||y understand what works, what doesn't, the impact and flow

of a ceremony and what can he|p or hinder it.

| often assist with what | call "wedding choreography” and although
it isn't often we do a rehearsal, it is useful for me to walk Jr|'1roug|'1
all the elements of the ceremony, from who is responsib|e for the
music cues, who needs fo stand where, how | migh’r be able to he|p
those chosen to read at the ceremony, and importantly licising with

the photographer so that every unique element is captured.

Celebrant Weo|o|ings are sfill re|o’rive|y new, and each presents ifs

own unique wonderful moments.

Being a part of a larger professional Celebrant fellowship, means | have back up, professional support, training, development, and a
group of friends who like me, want fo give the best possible ceremony we can. We all have our unique strengths too, and many
have niche services, so it reo||y is the most amazing time to consider us when you're Jr|'1ir1l<ir1g about your Ceremony. The pencech
Celebrant is out there reody to create your Ceremony, and | am o|e|igl’1’reo| that o|ong with my fips and advice, | will be showcosmg
these lovely Celebrants for you! As you are now entering this new and exciting adventure, and you wouldn't be reading this if you
weren't either huge|y curious or Jrofcx”y on board with a Celebrant ceremony, | want to say how awesome | think you are and
thank you so much for letting me share my experience with you. | am here for you, to guide and support you through the

heart of your \)\/edding Doy, o) p|ecnse do let me have your questions, feedback, and comments, whatever comes to mind. | would

love to hear from youl!
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Here are my TOP THREE TIPS TO A STRESS FREE CEREMONY - what to

consider, and what to avoid, so that your Ceremony cndyour wedding dcy all

go off smoo+h|y and you get to enjoy every clredmy andwonderful moment!

1: TIMING
2: YOUR CEREMONYSTYLE
3: CHOOSING GREATCEREMONY READERS AND
READINGS

TIMING

Can | say that fiming is going to be one of the most important elements, and most coup\es have an Order of Service, which
fhey hope will allow enough time for the main events, but as you prob0b|y have heard from so many others who've been to
Weddings, - the time does pass VERY QUICKLY! And your Order of Service mithr be Jrofo1||y Wiped out because of the
+hings that need to be done beforehand, or Jrhings ’rokmg too |ong, or o|e|oys that occur due to a late guest, illness, travel

problems, the generator or tech you want to use not working.... You're with me here right?

So, you do need to have a p|on that allows for contingency, for reheorsing, for festing stuff works, and for moking sure
everyone knows their part. As a Celebrant, | am not under any duress time wise, and often arrive an hour to 90 minutes
before the ceremony starts to chat to my coup|e, calm any nerves, speok to and coach anyone who is going fo give a
Reoding, introduce myseh( to any other vendors or professiono|s, exp|oinmg my timings, any parts of the ceremony of specio|
inferest to say, your wedding coordinator, planner, Toastmaster, Caterers, Bar staff, Photographers and Videographers, and
checking sound \eve|s, and who is going to cue the musicl | will also make sure | meet the coup|e's Fomi|y and close friends

Oﬂd check | know Where +|’1€ Ril’]gS orel

My set up time is very short, and so | like fo |’1€|p where | can, and will |’10p|oi|y |’1e||o with ushering, getting guests seated or
info the ceremony space on time, and explaining anyparticular unique elements of the ceremony before it begins. As far as |
am concerned, you have my time exc|usive|y on the doy until ofter the ceremony finishes and | make any further
announcements. So, if you do find that time is running a bit short, you can re|\/ on me to be your MC for a while, and make

sure your guests are looked after.

So just to sum up - redlistic timing is key to making sure overall your day is not a stress or becomes a mess of issues - you
know, the domino effect that can and will hoppen if you havent made sure of all the details, and spoken to your supp\iers
about what works, and what doesn't work, for them. They will all know how \ong Jr|’1ir1gs take, and what deadlines are not
able to be extended on the day!



MY TOP TIPS FOR A STRESS FREE CEREMONY BY YVONNE BECK CELEBRANT 9/2020

STILL TALKING ABOUT TIMNG ...

As your Celebrant, | can be a little more flexible, but it is
important fo allocate generous fimings for wedding preparation,
dressing, mokeup, Wedding party readiness, emotional moments
that then require some further time in makeup (this really does
happen so often and is in my experience the biggest contributor
to de|oying the ceremony. As we know, it's a big emotional
moment for many). Also consider time for travel (particularly if
it's a busy urban city Wedding) and speok to your professioncd
suppliers about timing and any limitations on their side - how
long the cake can be left on display, will the canapés spoil, how
long can the caterers hold the meal service, you get my drift, |
think?

Keeping your options, mind and heart open is a good strategy, as
is fo”<ing and osking questions. Don't be shy to ask your supp|iers
all the questions or concerns you have and ask them to back

up their words with clear exomp|es, advice, suggestions, phofos,
or festimonials. And if it gets overwhe|ming, then remember you
reo”y should ask for he|p, whether that's with your wedding
pqury, besﬁes, your Fomi|y, or professioncﬂs such as an On The
Doy Coordinator, or a Wedding Planner to he|p take the strain

O]c]( your shou|ders Oﬂd O”OW you to brecd'he (]I’]CI re|c1x4

Choosing peop|e well is of course essential - so don't be shy to
choose those you feel have a gooo| set of skills, get Jrhings done,
and are reliable. Everyone will want to he||o, but to be honest,
on|y you know who your best and most efficient l’]e|pers will be.
Your Wedding Day is a one-off doy and that's why we invest so

much care, +houghf, time, nqi|—bi1’ing and swearing as we go

about p|crming it!

So, let's consider the worst-case scenarios for a moment - and you really should think about writing a list of pros and cons, and
keep going back fo it. When it comes fo TIMINGS, without a p|cm, onyﬂwing can hoppen, and it probob|y will. Your supp|iers won't
be confident either if you give them the impression that you're so laid back you reo||y don't worry about onyfhing - this will
definife|y be a red ﬂog for them, and so the best factic is to say you have a reo||y great p|on which you've worked Jrhrough with
others and now it's time to work it fhrough with them and tick all their boxes. They will love thatl And it means that the more you

have plonned and discussed, the less stressed you will be on the day itself!

Even if you make the most detailed plan and feel you have all your bases covered, something unexpected will happen to turn your
neat p|cm upsio|e down, but at least with a p|on, you'|| have made some compromises, or talked fhrough some areas that are not

too big a deal for you.

You can on|y do what is in front of you with the time, so just remember to chill and make the most of what you have. Don't panic,
breathe in and look at your best friend, who will always have your back, look at your family and friends, who are there to support

you, and make whatever hoppens, part of the memory of the doy4

So many coup|es stress over the tiniest of details, their Wedding favours is one that comes to mind - honesﬂy, | hear others saying
that just being a part of your wedding is the best “favour’. Remember that you are planning an important event, but it still needs to

feel oufhenﬁco”y about you as a coup|e.
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CEREMONY STYLE

My second bit of advice is to reo”y think about how you want to
feel on your \)\/edding Doyl Honesﬂy, this is a real question...
most coup\es just think about all the details except their ceremony,

which is the heart of their doyl

They worry about the décor, the food, the drinks not running out,
the favours (yes they are a bit of a bugbear for me) and

whether peop|e will get up and dance, and of course, the list goes
on and on. But your Ceremony is the reason for them being there

- without that, it's simply a big PARTY!

As a Celebrant, | often ask this question and it really does stump
everyone at first. It seems so hard to think about what you want,
but it really is important to the overall feeling you have

when you look back on your Wedding Day. So, ask yourself, do

you want fo feel relaxed, happy, excited, content that you've had
the best day?

And whatever emotions come to mind, what are the fhings that will make that hoppen for you? Does it mean you want
someone to take over more of the details, or do you want to handle everyfhing yourse|f Do you want suggestions from others
about style and content or format, or are you already sure about these elements of your day? What type of design, style, décor,

and location would make you feel the way you want to feel?

It really does make sense to think about what you both want, trawling through wedding blogs and picking out elements that
p|ease you, and discording those that don't - like Marie Kendo advocates in her dec\uHering, do "whatever gives you JOY!

There are traditions to explore, culture and heritage to consider, storytelling too, and every part of the ceremony should and can
be a representation of you as a coup\e, not what others feel or say you ough’r to be o|oing. There will o|wo\/s be opinions, but
your own gut feeling and that of your partner should guide you along. You know best what suits you. Many couples worry that
they will offend their parents or family, by not taking on their ideas and suggestions. And if someone else is paying for a part of
the Wedding Day, fhey can also opp|y pressure too, unknowing|y Forcing you to chcmge your p|cms and ideas to keep the peace.

But what if the tables were turned, ask them how would +|ﬁey feel?

| have to say this is a matter for you and your partner to address together, and to support each other fully on. | know it is hard
to have a disogreemen’r, but | think it can be done without you fee\ing you are stamping your feet. There are no benefits to
anyone making you feel unhappy about your wedding day or your style and ideas. If there are, then perhaps those people need
to be kindly challenged and you need to stand your ground.

U|+im01’e|y it is a union between you and your partner, with your guests as witness fo your love story and your commitment.
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CEREMONY STYLE ...

If you are booking a Celebrant for your \)\/edding, then H’]ey will probob|y be able to he|p on this matter, and will
have lots of experience, ideas, suggestions and stories to He|p you reo“y envisage and decide on the s’ry|e and format

](OI’ your ceremony.

With the Ceremon\/ S+\/|e - you will have p|en+\/ of ideas and it is easy to get Pinterest-addicted, but remember the
important Hwing is the overall feel. Keep to your budge’r too - there is nofhing

worse for moking you stress out than seeing all your costs rising.

It really is a good idea to separate out your décor/format/style into at least 2 categories: (Inspired by the Closet Scene

in Sex and The Ci+y)

TAKE (KEEP because | love itl)

TOSS (LET GO because it doesn't fit my vibe)
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CHOOSING GREAT CEREMONY READERS AND READINGS

Many couples want their ceremony and Wedding Day to represent them in more than just the traditional standard |
Do and Vows and Promises moments. After all, these are modern coup|es who want to

express themselves in a wider or deeper way. Their choice is often to have classical ceremonies but fo add modern
twists by including music, prose, poetry, or favourite lyrics.  One or two Readings are added to give depth, emotion,

meaning, relevance, and confext.

There is a wonderful fhing called the internet, and this is where you migh’r begin - and many of the wedding direc’rory
sites and wedding bloggers have lots of fabulous resources and suggestions which again take time to go through, but if
you are short of inspiration, +hey are a fantastic starting point. You mighf consider the \\/rics of your favourite song,

"your” song, or some*hing From a bOO'(, or you COU‘d even OSL( your Reoder to ChOOS@ a surprise Reoding FOI’ you.

You migh’r decide to choose to sing a hymn or have someone close or your Pastor give a bible reoding or a

B|essing4 (Celebrants can include re|igion in the ceremony, but your Registrar will not allow any re\igious content).

The main thing is fo choose something that is right and fits "You" and "Us”. Two Readings and a Song/Hymn would
work well and ending with a rousing chorus or communal song is omozingl | remember a coup|e who asked their
guests to sing Wonderwall with them! And one coup|e, who loved every+hing Disney, who asked everyone to join

them in "Under the Sea’l Totally magicall
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CHOOSING GREAT CEREMONY READERS AND
READINGS

So, now we come to choosing your Reader, and | need to say here, make sure you choose with care. It is offen a person who is

in your close circle, but not in the Wedding party.

Make no mistake, anyone asked to give a Reading will be totally honoured and probably feel scared stiff too. It's a bit like being
asked to give a speech, or a do a formal presentation - those who have experience will always find it less stressful, but everyone
has a few nerves on the o|oy, which is Why | o|woys introduce myseh( to the Readers and if necessary and if there is time, give a

little on the spot cooching

So choose Wise|y, and choose someone who knows you We||, is confident in front of a crowd (loough there shouldn't be any
hecklers!), is cool, calm and collected, and has the persono|i’ry to carry it off well for you! Remember to thank them with a small
giﬂ and in your speeches later. They will be so prouo| to have been asked!

The last fhing you would want to do, | know, is to ask someone to give a reodmg or a short speech in front of your wedcling
guests and Fomi|\/, who you know would get all hot and nervous, and who would s’rrugg|e and affect the overall vibe of your
ceremony.

A Celebrant s+y|e Ceremony is by its own nature, generq”y more laid back, relaxed and uneruFFy, but anyone who is asked to
stand up in front of upwords of - generq”y - around 50 peop|e, is going to find this a bit overwhe|ming unless Jrhey have either

some experience in pubhc speoking, either fhrough work or their social activities.

Beoring this in mind Jrhough, it is a Wedding and so there is still an element of keeping fhings |ighf but dignified as befits the

-
~

occasion. There is p|en+y of time for fun and games after the ceremonyl
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MY TOP 5 TIPS FOR CHOOSING A WEDDING READER!

When making the choices in terms of Readers, and Readings, here are the top 5 Tips to start you off in the right

directionl!

1.Choose a Reader who is close fo you but not in the wedding party - perhaps family, uni or college friends, cousins,
and even other siblings. They know you and your partner well enough to understand your choice of reading, or if
fhey are asked |0\/ you to choose a reoding for you, fhey would be able to make a fantastic choice that will make
you smile or even shed a small but emotiondl tear.

2.The Reader you choose is comfortable being called up to speok in front of an attendant crowd of your nearest and
dearest. They know how to handle any parts of the Reoding with ponoche and personc1|i+y, without making it
seem too jokey (unless of course, it is one of the more humorous wedding readings, which cdll for a bit of
theatrics).

30f you're unsure of what text Jrhey migH choose, ask them tfo sign off their choice with you beforehand - you won't
mind some surprises on your wedding day, but you wouldn't want it to create offence! If necessary, choose the
Reoding for them, and perhops do a quick rehearsal or two over the phone/Skype or Who’rsApp if you can't meet
in person.

4.1f you are choosing Readings and Readers, then do try and match the words and context of the Reading, to the
Reader you've chosen. That will ensure that you have a virJruo”y perfect fit as their persono|i+y will bring out the
signh(iconf and important parts of the Reoding itself.

5.Remember too that in a Celebrant led ceremony, if you wish to ask a member of your church or clergy, or a lay
pastor or priest to read from the Bible, or perhops Bless the \)\/edding Rings, or give a Fomi|y B|essing then you

have no restrictions in o|omg so.
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SHARING MY OWN EXPERIENCES ...

To rec1||y illustrate some of the points and tips and advice | have been giving you, and so you know that this is
not just purely stuff that comes from the top of my head, in my 10 years as a Wedding and Family Celebrant, | have

I’]O+UI’O”y experienced many ceremonies, bqu |e’r's ]COCL,IS on Jr|’1e Ceremony cmo| Jrhe Cl’]OiC@ O]t Reodings ono| Reoders,

My aim always is to make the ceremony, the heart of your wedding day. It really is why everyone is together

and why there's often a big dress in the equoﬁon!

Without the Ceremony, it really is just a big party! So, one of my first stories is about giving yourself the time

and the space to hold your ceremony exocHy how and where you want it.

The mother of a groom called me up one day and said that she was interested in finding out what a Celebrant could
offer. | exp|oineo| my role in a |ong and inferesting conversation and | suggesfed that | spoke too with her son, and her
dougl’ﬁer in law to be. This however, proveo| to be exceeding|\/ difficult - she was adamant that she was paying for

the ceremony and the Celebrant, and wanted to be included in everything that was being planned, deciding the style,

decor and content tool

Now | have occasionally worked with couples and their families, particularly when it was a blended faith or culture
or l’]erifoge ceremony, and families would have been a very inJregro| part of either the Wedding ceremony, or a ritual

we were p|onning within the ceremony itself.

This is adorable and allows me to make sure that not or1|y do | show the ritual the correct accuracy and respect,

| also meet more peop|e who become part of the bubble of lovel

In this case however, the bubble was being burst very quicHy as there was very little | could do o|irec+|y, but |
did manage fo contact the son, and he was very, very laid back, and hoppy to just provide a few bockground notes
on how he met his wife o be, and how he wanted to repeat standard traditional vows aofter me. | agreed to create o

draft and offered him several ideas, how to include culture in the ceremony as his wife and her fomi|\/ were Jopcmese

On the c|oy of the Wedding | met the groom's mum, who was o|e|ighh(u|, and met the groom himself for the first time,
and found him to be cl’]orming, and very laid back. But he did say to me afterwards that he wished he had worked
more c|ose|y with me as the whole ceremony was very much about the Eng|ish side and could have shown more

inc|usivi+y with his bride’s {omi|y.

| suggesfed that H’mey per(orm their own mini Tea Ceremony with the bride’s parents later that weekend, which he
was delighted to know he could do. It really is important to have YOUR vision of your Wedding Ceremony, and not

everyone e|se's4

No matter who is paying, that's their gift to you, but you don't need to capitulate to all their requests or ideas,
if Jrhey rec1||y don't match yours. There is on|\/ one chance to make these memories - make them yours in the most

honest, authentic, and beautiful way, by being Jrru|\/ invested and involved in your \)\/edding Ceremony with your
Wedding Celebrant.

We have so many novel ic]eos, a greof deal of experience, creoﬁvi’ry, and passion for what we do. We will p|cm,

research, odop’r, create, and work fo your brief, your vision, your s’ry|e, and beliefs.
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SHARING MY OWN EXPERIENCES ...

Another way in which it is lovely to add a sense of theatre to the occasion, or just simply not having to listen to one
voice all the way fhrough the Ceremom\/, is fo add a Reoding or two, and to ask spedo| peop|e in your lives to give a
Reodmg. They may not have a por’ricu|or role as part of the \)\/edding Por+y, but are such spedo\ souls you want fo

give them a role too.

| have o|reoo|y mentioned how important it is to ask the rithr person, the person who can deliver with passion, with

{eehng, with confidence, and who understands the message and the timing of the poem.

Reodmg migH be a {oir\y standard element in the ceremony nowodoys, but it is still one which, if the Reader is not
used to pub|ic speoking, or needs cooching, can make for a very quie+ almost inaudible Reoding, which is ﬂusﬂoﬁng

for everyone. | didn't reo”y want to dwell on that, but to mention some%mg that migH not be so obvious.

Given that 70% of peop|e getting married say Hﬁey are secular, rather than re|igious, as a \)\/edding and Fomi\\/
Celebrant, | am hoppy to include re|igious content, but would 0|Woys prefer to have a priest or member of the c\erg\/

accompany me. A story | would like to share is about how important it is to let others know what you are p|onningl

For one of my coup|es, it was clear that re|igiom and faith p|oyed a huge part in the life of the bride, but the groom
was not rehgious/ however he was hopp\/ to include rehgious passages and phroses from the Bib|e, and | hoppi\\/ wove

these into their ceremony, much to their de\igM and relief tool

The ceremony was not being held in church, but in a gorgeous manor house barn. Over 120 guests were present, as
was the bride’s Fomi|y priest. He had pride of p\oce in the front row. As he was in his priesﬂ\/ robes, it wasn't difficult to

recognise him!

He was Frowning at me as | moved around the ceremony area, speoking to the groom, checking his buttonhole was
on straight and secure, and generally just preparing for the ceremony. The priest stood and walked over to me and
said how sad he was that they were not marrying in his church. This was of course not a great time to be having this
conversation, but it was not too late to invite him to stand with me, to take part in the ceremony, to perhops bless the
Rings, or to lead the Lord's Proyer. | have fo say he took this all very well, but | was worried that | was sfanding in
front of him and about to deliver a ceremony with quite a large element of religion .... he was however

very gracious and undersfonding.

W hat Jrrohspired was that | was able to include him ot the very last minutel W hen it came to the Ring Exchonge, \
asked him to assist, and he not on\\/ gave the ngs a B\essing, but he asked the close Fomﬂy to stand in a circle, and he
blessed them all. It was a |ove|y sig|’1+ - everyone ho\ding each other and hugging, while his words flowed over their
bowed heads and into their hearts.

So | will o|woys advise and encou rage you fo consider ALL aspects of your ceremony Readers and Reodings/ not just
the poems you love, and oskmg the specio\ peop|e in your lives fo perform them but also inc|uo|ing the important

elements that make you the person you are, sfanding for all the Hﬂings that are vital and a true part of you.
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TO RECAPI

As o|reody mentioned, my passion for weddmgs
and creating ceremonies came from attending a
Wedding in Australia

around 15 years ago and speaking to the
Celebrant that my coup\e had booked.

First of all, their location was so dreomy - af
o|usl<, ina vineyord on a mountain pemnsu\o,
over\ooking the ocean! The idea that a coup\e
could have a total choice over where and when
to hold their ceremony AND comp|e+e control
over the words, content, format ..... blew me

OWO\//!

| was hooked on this, as | am passionate about
having choices! My formal career was all about
he|pmg peop|e to find new ways of working, fry
new skills, find new and better ways fo be
successFuL often meaning ﬂnding other ways and
means, and deve\oping links with peop|e who
could offer more choice. | love helping people to
open up their minds/ and in my role as a
Celebrant, it really is a joy and a privilege

to serve and support all coup|es, no matter their
bockground, or \iFeer\/|e, to have a \)\/edding
Ceremony that celebrates THEM, in a fru|\/

amazing way.

| love that | can work with venues so w(|e><ib|y, and utilise their outdoor areas, - outdoor Wedding ceremonies are just so spedo|, ’rhe\/
feel more reo\, more re|c1><ed, and also more like you are somewhere different fo everyone else who is geHing married in a room, in

a bui\ding, and with heops of restrictions and vetting of content and format, as well as rules around hoving drinks, phofogrophy etfc.
Do | need to go on? We can hold a Ceremony almost onywherel

Honesﬂy, with me there are no restrictions in terms of content, location, time of o|oy, o|oy of the week, | am a 24/7 365 doy a year

\)\/edding Celebrant!

| have performed weddings in private gardens, in mognificenf porks, in beautiful old barns, on p|eosure boats, on rafts Hoojring on a
g|odo\ lake in the Mounjroms, in fie|o|s, fores+s, and ot lakeside and beach. | even pem(ormed a Ceremom\/ in the middle of a Pool in

an hotel in London where the coup|e first metl
The great outdoors becomes another gorgeous stunning guest at your \)\/edding, M\/ passion for ogering choice means that nofhing
you ask of me is going fo be a "no” (just keep it |ego| ok II) as | LOVE to say YESI' YES, to your s’ry\e, your personoMy/ your love

S+Of\/ Oﬂd O” your idGOS!

| can't wait o be as excited as you are to create your own specio|, individual AMAZING Ceremonyl
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AND FINALLY...

| reo||y do thank you so much for getting tfo the
end of my mini book, and | +ru|y nope that it
has proved he|pFu|, inFormo’rive, and reassuring
- you now have some great hints and advice,
and in order fo ne||o you take the next step,
perhaps you haven't dlready - here are my
recommended sites/directories for awesome,
amazing, talented, warm, T(unny, creative and

passionate Celebrants!

Beginning with my own Fe”owsnip, where |
trained in 2011:
|’1Hps://prolcessiono|ce|ebron’rs.org,uk

And then a whole host of lovely happy
passionate and talented Celebrants can be
found on The Celebrant Direc’ror\/, o|ong with
more amazing and awesome tips and advice.

n’r’rps://www.+nece|ebro nfdiredory.com

ABOUT ME:

[ am a Bi\ingucﬂ \)\/ec|o|ing and Fomi|y
Celebrant and divide my time between
Eng|ond and Germany, and have conducted
over 250 ceremonies for coup|es and families.
My s+y|e is warm, romantic, and heart-centred,
and my ceremonies are inc|usive, respech(u| and
oufnenﬁco”y represent the values, beliefs and

lifestyle of my couples.

| can be found on the usuadl array of social
media, and would love a follow or comment ,
fnougnfs or questions - p|eqse feel free to get in

touch ot any fimel

@yvonnebeckcelebrant on Facebook
@celebrant_yvonne on Instagram
@ybeckcelebrant on Twitter

/A\ﬂd on Www4ce|ebron’rin|ondon.couk

Email : ivvey@hotmail.com

PHOTO CREDITS Phone: +447800543426

| must thank the following wonderfully talented people who have supplied many of these amazing images! Others are provided
with permission from my couples or provided by Canva Pro.
https://www.wildconnectionsphotography.com
https://www.wearetheclarkes.com/
https://de.inlovewithawolf.com/
https://www.herz-flimmern.com/de/
https://www.instagram.com/Ayeh.kphotography
https://www.abbasphotography.co.uk
https://www.joshualeodorfman.com/

https://upmane.com/

Nicholas Wallace



